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to be measured in terms of revenue alone, since the protection they
afford to hill slopes and water-catchment areas contributes a great
deal indirectly towards the prosperity of the country.    It will there-
fore   suffice   to   confine   attention   to   the   main   features   of   forest
administration during the year under review.    The area of India's
forests at the close of the year was 2,81,511 square miles, compared
with 2,82,664  square miles in  the  previous year.    The  percentage
under working plans  (a written scheme of management aiming at
continuity of policy, controlling the treatment of a forest) rose from
63.04 to 64.10.    It is satisfactory to note that the total area under
working plans is increasing slowly but steadily from year to year.
An outstanding and encouraging feature of the year 1934-35 was a
substantial increase in the net profit on forest produce in all provinces
jxeept the Punjab  and the North-West   Frontier   Province.    Just
3efore the  recent trade depression,  i.e., in 1929-30,  the net  profit
from   the   sale   of   timber,   bamboo,   lac,   tanning   materials,, oils,
:urpentine,   rosin,   etc.,  amounted to  Us.   2.50  crores.    During  the
dump it sank to Bs. 1.21 crores in 1930-31, Bs. 95.32 lakhs in 1931-32,
2s. 86.14 lakhs in 1932-33 and Es. 74.90 lakhs in 1933-34.    In 1934-35,
towever, the tide turned and the net profit rose to Bs. 1.34 crores.
?his is a hopeful sign and indicates an all-round improvement in
economic  conditions.    Compared  with the  figures  of the  past  few
years, the increase was noteworthy in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, the
Central Provinces, Madras and Bombay, but remarkable in Burma.
The major portion of the increase there was tinder teak, which, in
spite of severe competition, earned Bs. 8O.60 lakhs.    In assessing the
significance of the foregoing figures, it should not be forgotten that
a number of free concessions are granted to rightholders and forest
villagers.    During  the  year  under  report,   these  consisted  of   the
grazing of over 4J million head of cattle and the distribution of about
5 million cubic feet of timber, 75 million cubic feet of fuel and other
minor produce, in addition to free ^grass-cutting.    In all, the value
of these concessions amounted to some Bs. 70.17 lakhs and this sum
is not included in the revenue figures mentioned above.    The value
of imports of timber into^ British India during the calendar year
1935 was Bs. 9,37,087, whereas that of the exports of forest produce
during the financial year 1934-35 was Bs. 5,72,85,198.